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The Second Conference of the UN-NGO-Informal Regional Network/Asia-Pacific was held jointly by the China NGO Network for International Exchanges (CNIE) and the NGO Section of UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) in Beijing on June 22nd, 2007 on the theme of “Eliminating Poverty and Hunger — Responsibility and Role of the Civil Society”. Dr. Hanifa Mezoui , Chief of the NGO Section of UN DESA and Mr. Jeffery Huffines, Chair Elect of the UN NGO/DPI Executive Committee attended the conference together with over 60 members of 37 NGOs from Bangladesh, China, Japan, India, Indonesia, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Vietnam.
We, participants to the conference,

—Recognizing the fact that while world multi-polarization and economic globalization are bringing about more opportunities for the development of human society, wealth disparity and the North-South gap are widening, poverty is still jeopardizing peace and development of mankind, and there is still a long way to go and a lot more to be done before poverty is finally eliminated in this world;

— Having noticed that in order to speed up the implementation of the MDGs, the UN ECOSOC has set the theme of the high-level segment of its annual substantive session to be held in July this year as “strengthening efforts at all levels to promote pro-poor sustained economic growth, including through equitable macroeconomic polices; strengthening efforts to eradicate poverty and hunger, including through the global partnership for development” ;

— Perceiving that eradication of poverty and hunger coming first in the 8-item MDGs indicates that the right to subsistence and development — the most basic human rights — is not only the most urgent task of developing countries, but also a common challenge facing the entire international community;

— Understanding that poverty reduction is the basic prerequisite for building a harmonious society and the realization of the MDGs through global cooperation is the best way leading to a harmonious world, therefore governments have  the responsibility to formulate human-centred scientific strategies and anti-poverty policies, and allocate resources for sustainable development in order to maintain coordinated economic and social development and to reduce poverty rate; 

— Believing that civil society has a critical role to play, it must be entrusted to take greater responsibilities in the fight against poverty and hunger; and

— Inspired by our fruitful discussions where we shared our experiences and expressed our ideas,

are determined to remain committed to the fight against poverty and hunger through reinforced solidarity and cooperation and hereby put forth the following recommendations to the coming high-level segment of the annual substantive session of ECOSOC:

1. Peace and stability are the basic conditions for realizing the MDGs. The international community should take more effective measures to create a favorable international and domestic climate for reducing poverty. Based on Article-26 of UN Charter, Military budgets should be reduced in order to increase resources for poverty reduction and development.
2. The role of the United Nations in promoting the realization of the MDGs is irreplaceable. The UN is expected to play a bigger role in the cause of poverty reduction worldwide by further promoting South-North dialogue and South-South cooperation, building more platforms for experience sharing and cross-culture dialogue, exploring new measures of global poverty reduction, facilitating the establishment of global partnership for development.
3. Governments of various countries should honor their solemn commitment to the MDGs, incorporate poverty reduction as priority in their national development strategies, and formulate appropriate policies that empower poor people to cast off poverty and set out on a road to prosperity. 

Developed countries should help economic growth of developing countries, especially the most impoverished countries, through debt relief, market access, development aid and technology transfer, and by increasing investment and  refraining from trade protectionism. 

Developing countries on the other hand should rely on their own efforts and give more weight to alleviating poverty through development initiatives, endeavor to improve the environment, increase efficiency and build up better capacity in governance and work for a just and rational new international political and economic order. 

The international community should make sure that prosperity brought about by economic globalization should be fair and beneficiary to all people in the world. 

4. Major international economic institutions should take the MDGs seriously. The World Bank should give more support to poor countries and refrain from imposing political conditionality and double standards on developing countries. The International Monetary Fund should enhance its supervision over international                   financial markets, short-term capital movements in particular, in order to help  developing countries fend off financial risks. The World Trade Organization should double its efforts in promoting the early conclusion of the Doha round of negotiations which will promote fair trade in favor of poverty reduction and equal development for all. 

5. The private sector should fulfill their due social responsibilities and obligations and provide services to poor farmers in terms of technology, information and marketing of agricultural products through certain reciprocal mechanism. They should help restructure production and raise income level of poor regions through increased investment. 

Micro credit schemes should be developed and be more accessible to solve the problem of capital shortage facing poor rural households and to create proper conditions for the poor people to make a living by engaging in productive activities.

6. NGOs are a major force which has many comparative advantages in this regard. NGOs should incorporate MDGs implementation into their agendas and share the responsibility with the government, UN agencies and private sector, and monitor the government to implement pro-MDGs policies.

At the same time, NGOs should constantly improve their mechanism of self-organization, self-management and self-development to ensure their sustainability. Special attention should be paid to transparency and proper use of poverty alleviation funds. 

7．Poor people are the major force for reducing poverty and hunger. Their initiative should be unleashed with due respect for their cultural background, ethnic customs and social habits so as to improve their capability of poverty alleviation through their own efforts. Models and methods of poverty alleviation through development should be adopted to stimulate the poor people in the spirit of self-education, self-service and self-management, thus obtaining the goal of poverty reduction.
We would like to share the following experiences and effective measures of poverty alleviation with NGOs around the world:

·to see to it that development initiatives, relief and social security reinforce and complement each other;

·to encourage the poverty stricken community to be directly involved in the decision-making, implementation and management of poverty alleviation projects;
· to empower the poor people, especially women and youth, with education and training to raise their capability of self-development  and increase their opportunities for employment. As the old Chinese saying goes, it’s better to teach somebody how to fish than giving him the fish;
·to provide a secure and decent employment environment and enhance relevant services to protect the legitimate rights of the disadvantaged groups;

·to disseminate common knowledge about public health so as to improve their health status and lift their ability to prevent diseases.
·to enhance the sense of responsibility concerning environmental protection among the people, set up a-long-term mechanism for poverty alleviation and promote sustainable development.
· to push the government to formulate rational policies concerning income distribution and prevent the widening of income gap;
·to assist the government in adopting measures for transferring of rural labor force;
·to reinforce the education on MDGs in the general public;

As all human beings live on the same planet and share the same sky, it is our common aspiration to make our world harmonious, just and prosperous, and it is our common responsibility to work for it. NGOs attending this conference reaffirm our readiness to strive together for the timely realization of the MDG poverty reduction target in the Asia Pacific region and the world at large. 
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